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OPENING 

Bismillāhir-Raḥmānir-Raḥīm 

All praise is due to Allāh, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate, who places within every soul the 
potential for greatness. As we reflect on another year of growth at The Deen Team, I am filled with 
gratitude for the strength, guidance, and opportunities that Allāh has provided us. It is through His 
mercy that we continue to nurture the hearts and minds of our youth, empowering them to thrive both 
spiritually and in their worldly pursuits. 

Nabī  صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “People are like mines of gold and silver,” reminding us that with care and effort, each 
person can shine with remarkable value. At The Deen Team, this understanding shapes our approach to 
youth development. We do not work from a place of fear—fear of youth losing their way or succumbing 
to societal pressures. Instead, we operate from a perspective of opportunity, striving to elevate the youth 
from the solid foundations laid by their parents and teachers to even greater heights.  

Our mission is to cultivate the gifts Allāh has bestowed upon the youth, to help them flourish in their 
dīn and their worldly pursuits, always grounded in taqwā and the pursuit of excellence (iḥsān). We see 
our programs as part of an ongoing trust—an amānah—to empower future leaders of the Ummah. By 
supporting our youth with opportunities for growth, mentorship, and leadership, we are helping them 
find and fulfil their potential to serve the ummah and reap eternal rewards in the hereafter, bi-idhnillāh. 

This report is a reflection of the fruits of Allāh’s blessings and the collective dedication of our team, 
volunteers, and supporters. It is a reminder of how far we’ve come and an encouragement to continue 
striving, always placing our trust in Allāh. May He accept our efforts, guide our intentions, and grant 
barakah in the journey ahead. Āmīn 

With sincere gratitude, 
Shaykh Shaakir Bhyat 
The Deen Team 
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ABOUT THE DEEN TEAM 

Founded in March 2016, The Deen Team is a youth development initiative with a mission to empower 
Muslim youth as future leaders. We create programs that integrate practical skills and spiritual guidance, 
helping young people navigate modern challenges while staying connected to their faith. Our initiatives 
are designed to nurture leadership, community responsibility, and personal growth in both religious and 
worldly aspects. 

As a Section 21 non-profit, The Deen Team relies on the dedication of a passionate team of staff and 
volunteers to make a lasting impact on the community and guide youth toward becoming well-rounded, 
confident leaders of tomorrow. 

OVERVIEW OF KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 

 Increased Youth Engagement: Expanded the number of youth participating in our programs, 
including camps, tournaments, and school visits, fostering a sense of community and leadership. 

 Successful Events and Initiatives: Delivered impactful youth camps, inter-masjid tournaments, and 
insightful excursions, all designed to promote the values of Islām while building leadership skills. 

 Mentorship and Support: Provided ongoing mentorship to a diverse group youth, helping them 
navigate both their religious and personal lives with confidence. 

 Strategic Investments: 
o Acquired a new vehicle to support transportation needs for programs and outreach. 
o Purchased a drone to enhance media coverage and event documentation. 

 Strengthened University Outreach: Expanded programs at university campuses, with regular 
Jummah programs, halaqas, and increased volunteer opportunities. 

 Enhanced Online Presence: Successfully grew our digital reach through social media and the launch 
of new online content, including videos, audios, and articles, increasing awareness and engagement. 

 Partnerships and Collaborations: Strengthened relationships with community leaders, donors, and 
volunteers, ensuring sustainable support for our initiatives. 
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PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES 

TARBIYAH ADVENTURE CAMPS 

OVERNIGHT LEVEL UP CAMPS 

13 – 14 August; 22 – 23 October  

Alhamdulillah, these camps provided an opportunity for the youth to engage in activities such as horse 
riding and archery, while simultaneously imparting essential values of self-discipline, Tawakkul (reliance 
on Allāh), and fostering a sense of pride in their Muslim identity. 

In addition, we actively involved the boys in meaningful community 
service during each camp, which included: 

 A clean-up initiative at Avalon/Lenasia Cemetery 
 Food packing and distribution at Weilers Farm 

These efforts aligned with our commitment to nurturing both personal 
growth and social responsibility, in accordance with the teachings of 
Islām.   

GABORONE YOUTH CAMP  

13 – 14 May  

Alhamdulillah, we witnessed a wonderful turnout at Mighty’s Ranch, located about an hour from 
Gaborone. The camp featured a variety of engaging activities, including pallet gun shooting, team-
building exercises, and youth-focused discussions. The highlight of the camp was the late-night bonfire 
nasheed competitions, which brought everyone together in a spirit of unity and joy, fostering a deeper 
connection to both each other and our faith. 

"We learnt to read ayatul kursi after salaah. We learnt that it's makruh when delaying your salaah. We 
also learnt many new nasheeds. We learnt working as a team, especially with the marshmallow game 
we played. I think it was really nice. We learnt to communicate and not fight. We did a lot of chores, 
which a lot of us don't do at home. Like me, I only wash the dishes and I'm done. But I learnt to clear 
the table, the chairs, and mattresses… make sure we keep everything in our bags. We learnt the du'ās 
for the morning and night. Which guarantees you jannah. We also learnt the different dialects of Qur'ān. 
Last but not least, I would like to remind all of you that we are proud Muslims." 
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BROTHERS WEEKEND AWAY  

5 – 7 August  

Alhamdulillah, we had planned a camp for young adults and university students, with a program focused 
on strengthening Aqeedah and addressing any doubts that may arise in the minds of participants. The 
camp also included a 4x4 off-road driving training activity. However, due to a low turnout, we were 
unable to materialize this initiative. We remain committed to offering such programs in the future, 
Insha’ Allah, with the aim of nurturing both spiritual growth and practical skills.  

ADVENTURE AND TARBIYAH CAMP 

24 – 27 June  

Alhamdulillah, we had the privilege of hosting a camp with special 
guest Moulana Bilaal Moola on the serene banks of the Vaal River. 
The camp was filled with enriching activities, including a heartfelt 
visit to the Sharpeville Community, where we spent time with the 
locals and shared a meal. Additionally, the camp featured off-road 
quad biking, providing a blend of adventure and community spirit. 
This camp served as a reminder of the importance of unity and gratitude, and the value of connecting 
with others in meaningful ways. 

ADVENTURE AND TARBIYAH CAMP 2  

Alhamdulillah, we were honoured to host a camp with special guest Moulana Yusuf Bemath from PE, 
held on the peaceful banks of the Vaal River. Moulana delivered an insightful introductory course on 
bee keeping, refined participants' swimming strokes, and conducted a workshop on guiding youth 
through the responsible use of social media. Additionally, we had a valuable demonstration on how to 
slaughter and skin a sheep, imparting important skills and lessons. The camp also featured an exciting 
airsoft battle and BnT Ops, providing a thrilling experience that combined both physical activity and 
teamwork. 

NEWCASTLE WEEKEND AWAY  

Alhamdulillah, approximately 150 youth from Newcastle attended our weekend programs at a youth 
camp. On Friday night, we conducted a skills development session focused on dealing with addiction, 
specifically tailored for the Ulama and 5th and 6th-year Darul Uloom students. We were also fortunate 
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to have previously conducted the same workshop with the 4th-year Aalim course students at Jamiat’s 
madrasah in Fordsburg, Alhamdulillah.  

This initiative aims to equip our future leaders with the knowledge and tools to support individuals 
facing such challenges in our communities. 

  



9 | P a g e  
 

A BROTHERHOOD FORMED 

A BITTER-SWEET FAREWELL TO EXPANDING HORIZONS 

September 2022 

Alhamdulillah, it is with mixed emotions that we bid farewell to one of our own, Muawiyyah 
Muhammed, as he embarks on a new chapter in Melbourne, Australia. Muawiyyah joined The Deen 
Team in March 2019 and has since been a dedicated facilitator, receiving training and contributing to 
the growth of our programs. His involvement has been instrumental in organizing a youth camp in 
Australia, which was modelled after The Deen Team’s Tarbiyah Youth Camps. 

One of the key factors that led to Muawiyyah being considered favourably for a teaching position in 
Australia was his involvement with The Deen Team. This is a source of great pride and encouragement 
for us, as we witness the positive impact of our efforts beyond borders. 

The youth camp in Australia mirrored every detail of our own camps, even showcasing our videos 
during their Tarbiyah sessions, Alhamdulillah! 

We wish Muawiyyah and his colleagues all the best as they continue to inspire and uplift the youth of 
Melbourne. May Allah bless their efforts and make it beneficial for the community, Ameen. 
Alhamdulillah wa Shukru Lillah. 

BIDDING FAREWELL 

17 February 

Alhamdulillah, on Friday night, The Deen Warriors Roshnee class gathered for a meal and some games 
to bid a heartfelt farewell to two of our boys, Aymen and Muhammed Naasir Allie, who, along with 
their family, are relocating to America. 

The brothers have been part of The Deen Team for about two years, and during that time, they have 
wholeheartedly participated in every program and activity we offered, Ma sha Allah! From Warriors to 
Fajr First, from Camps to Level Up, to Masjid programs and beyond, they have been a true embodiment 
of commitment and enthusiasm. 

We are truly grateful for their time with us and wish them all the best in this new chapter of their lives. 
May Allah make it easy for them and continue to bless their journey, Ameen. 
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TRAINING & SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 

LEADERSHIP AND TEAMWORK 

Alhamdulillah, this past weekend, The Deen Team successfully hosted two important training 
workshops: 

 Leadership Development Training: This session was designed for Prefects, Class Ameers, and RCLs, 
and was attended by approximately 60 young leaders. The workshop went very well, Alhamdulillah, 
and we have been invited to conduct the same training soon at Al-Falaah College in Durban, Insha’ 
Allah. 

 Team Training: We also held a special workshop aimed at upskilling our own volunteers, equipping 
them with effective strategies for working with the youth. Alhamdulillah, this workshop was also a 
great success. 

We are grateful for the positive outcomes of both sessions and look forward to continuing our efforts 
to inspire and empower the next generation of leaders. May Allah accept our efforts and make them a 
source of benefit for all, Ameen. 

BOYS PROGRAMS 

BELA BELA 

26-27 August 2022 

Alhamdulillah, The Deen Team was honoured to be invited by Madrassa Islamia Bela Bela in Limpopo 
for a series of programs on the 26th and 27th of August 2022. 

The programs included: 
 A Friday night adult males’ program on Time Management. 
 A Saturday morning Girls Youth Program at Jeena Park Madressa. 
 A Saturday morning Boys Youth Program at Bela Bela Township Madressa. 

Across the two youth programs, we were blessed with the participation of over 150 youth, 
Alhamdulillah.  
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9TH ANNUAL  LEGENDS OF ISLAM YOUTH PROGRAM 

Alhamdulillah, the 9th Annual Legends of Islam Youth Program was 
a truly special event for us, akin to a jalsa, graduation, or year-end 
awards ceremony. 

The event included: 
 Short yet inspiring talks on the lives of legendary individuals who have left an indelible mark on 

history. 
 Power-packed Qira'ah that filled the atmosphere with spiritual energy. 
 The Deen Team Warriors Grappling Tournament, showcasing strength, skill, and teamwork. 
 The Fajr First Awards, recognizing the commitment and dedication of those who prioritize their 

prayers. 
 Supper and refreshments, allowing everyone to connect and reflect in a warm, welcoming 

environment. 

Alhamdulillah, this event was a reminder of the power of knowledge, faith, and unity. May Allah accept 
the efforts and make it a source of inspiration for the youth. 

ROSHGOLD'S 38TH ANNUAL AGM 

14 December 2022 

Alhamdulillah, on 14 December 2022, The Deen Team had the honour of speaking at Roshgold's 38th 
Annual AGM, where we addressed young and aspiring leaders on the revitalization of existing and 
historic organizations and structures. Our focus was on finding a balance between moving forward in 
today’s world, while remaining steadfast in the path of deen. 

In shaykh’s words: 
“New beginnings do not mean deconstructing what already exists, nor does it mean stagnating on the 
legacies of our forefathers. Rather it means, cherishing what came before us, building on it, and taking 
it to the next level.” 

Alhamdulillah, the session was a reminder of the importance of progress while remaining rooted in our 
values, and we make du’a that it inspires future generations to continue this work in a way that honours 
both tradition and innovation. 
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FUTURE PROOFING THE YOUTH  

13 December 2022 

Alhamdulillah, The Deen Team participated in a conference at Masjidus Salaam in Musgrave, Durban, 
where we were part of a panel discussion on the important topic of addiction. During the session, we 
shared insights on how to address and overcome addiction, particularly among the youth, and discussed 
strategies for fostering resilience and faith-based support.  

May Allah make this effort beneficial and guide us all toward helping the youth lead healthy, faith-driven 
lives. 

EPIC YOUTH PROGRAMME 

11 March  

Alhamdulillah, just two weeks before Ramadhaan, The Deen 
Team was invited to Middelburg to conduct an "Epic Youth 
Programme". The purpose of this trip was to lay the foundation 
for ongoing youth development activities in Middelburg, Insha’ 
Allah. 

By Allah’s mercy, the program went tremendously well, and we 
are hopeful that it will inspire and motivate the youth in the 
community to engage in positive, faith-driven initiatives. 

May Allah continue to bless this effort and make it a source of 
lasting benefit for the youth of Middelburg. 

 

14 - 16 June 

Alhamdulillah, we were invited to Cape Town by Darul Furqaan and the MJC to assist in setting up a 
youth development group similar to The Deen Team in Cape Town. The trip was filled with fruitful 
discussions and valuable interactions, and we are grateful for the opportunity to help guide and support 
the establishment of such an important initiative in the city. 

We make du'a that this effort brings about positive change and continues to benefit the youth of Cape 
Town, Insha’ Allah. May Allah make it a source of growth and empowerment for them, Ameen. 
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RAMADHAAN 1445 
Alhamdulillah, during Ramadhaan alone, The Deen Team hosted and participated in a total of 15 
programs, reaching more than 48,604 youth, both physically and virtually. All energy, strength, and 
opportunities come from Allah alone. 

Among these programs were: 
1. Roshnee - Jannah Readiness Programme  
2. Lakefield - Pre-Itikaaf Programme 
3. Lenasia - Nurul Islam Masculinity Programme  
4. Kelvin - Quraan Recitation Mastery Workshop  
5. Instagram Live - Qira'ah and Nasheed Nights on 2 Thursday nights  
6. Sandalwood Ormonde - Youth Nafl Itikaaf  
7. Odd nights Programme - Ibaadat Programme from 10:00pm -12:00pm on all of the odd nights. 

Very well attended programmes in Ormonde, Laudium, Lenasia, Roshnee and Kelvin  

Alhamdulillah, the programs were a great success, and we make du'a that Allah accepts them from us 
and continues to guide and empower the youth, Ameen. 

SEEKING THE NIGHT OF POWER THROUGH IBAADAT 

Ramaḍān 1445 

Alhamdulillah, this event took place at Masjid Noor CIS, 
Laudium with the goal of creating an environment of 
encouragement to help the youth overcome their weaknesses. 
We invited the youth to attend as their true selves, with no 
masks or expectations attached. Alhamdulillah, by the end of 
the session, they left with their own personalized du’ā list and 
the motivation to push themselves beyond their typical limits. 

Our special guests of honour were:  
 Qari Hassan Kapasa (Tanzania/Benoni) 
 Shaykh Shaakir Bhyat (The Deen Team) 
 Hafidh Safwaan Patel (Laudium) 
 Hafidh Muhammed Saley (Roshnee) 
 Hafidh Mubin Rafuddin (Laudium) 
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5TH ANNUAL SOCCER TOURNAMENT 

Alhamdulillah, the 5th Annual Soccer Tournament was a brilliant success! Youngsters represented their 
Masjids, with Imams serving as coaches. The format was designed to foster beneficial and lasting bonds 
among the youth, Alhamdulillah. 

The winners in each division were awarded R 2000 Spur Vouchers, and teams with the most outstanding 
Akhlaaq in each division were also recognized with R 2000 Spur Vouchers. We had 19 teams across 3 
divisions. 

Highlights of the event included: 
 2 Beautiful Qira'ahs by Hafiz Muhammed Parakh and Hafiz Tameem Cajee 
 2 Inspiring talks by Ml Umar Bham and Ml Waseem Ādam 

Alhamdulillah, the event was a wonderful opportunity for the youth to showcase their talents, teamwork, 
and character. May Allah accept the efforts of all involved and continue to guide our youth toward 
success in both this world and the next, Ameen. 

 

Under 15  

Winners - Ridgeway Muslim School 
Akhlaaq Award - Bela Bela Masjid  

 

Under 17  
Winners - Crosby Boys 
Akhlaaq Award - Trichart Masjid 

 

Open Division 
Winners - Northcliff Masjid 
Akhlaaq Award - Northcliff Masjid  
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WEEKLY WARRIOR CLASSES 
The Weekly Warrior Classes aim to strengthen both the body and the soul. Each class consists of a Dars 
session focused on the lives of the pious individuals mentioned in the 
Qur’ān, as well as Grappling, Wrestling, and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu sessions. 

Important milestones related to Warriors during this period: 

 We hosted our first Warriors Annual Competition, which was made 
up of two parts: a Grappling Tournament and an Exam on Surah 
Yusuf. Alhamdulillah, our boys from Roshnee and Lenasia performed excellently in both activities. 

 The addition of a new weekly class in Mondeor. Classes in Roshnee and Lenasia had been running 
successfully, and it was time to expand. Moulana Khaleel Dinath and Coach Cassim Binks became 
the Ustaadh and Coach for this new class, Insha’ Allah. 

 The Deen Team had the privilege of hosting a special guest from the UK, Nisar Shaikh, the author 
of the book Prophetic Grappling and a 3rd-degree Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu black belt. He conducted a 
seminar on Prophetic Grappling at Rainbow Valley Masjid in Lenasia. 

Alhamdulillah, these efforts continue to grow, benefiting the youth by strengthening their faith, character, 
and physical abilities. We make du'a that Allah accepts all of these efforts and continues to bless the 
Warriors' journey. 

FAJR FIRST 
One of the most important features of our year is Fajr First. Alhamdulillah, this year saw a significant 
increase in participation, with 147 boys from 10 Masjids signing up, compared to an average of just 
below 100 participants in previous years. 

Fajr First is an incentive-based training exercise aimed at encouraging youth to commit to the lifelong 
habit of performing Salah with Jamaat in the Masjid, Insha’ Allah. This program continues to inspire 
and motivate the youth towards building a strong connection with their Salah, fostering discipline, and 
strengthening their faith. 

We make du'a that Allah accepts the efforts of all those who participated and grants them the consistency 
and determination to uphold this valuable habit throughout their lives, Ameen. 
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COUNSELLING, LIFE COACHING & 

GUIDANCE SESSIONS 

The Deen Team offers counselling, life coaching, and guidance sessions to the youth, with the aim of 
providing support, healing, and practical tools for personal growth. Below are examples of how Allah 
Ta‘ālā has used us to assist youth and their families this year: 

Example 1: 
A young adult approached us struggling with personal challenges and seeking help to make positive 
changes in his life. Over several sessions, we worked with him to explore their struggles and provided 
practical tools to aid their journey of self-improvement. Additionally, we offered guidance to his family, 
equipping them with ways to offer meaningful support during this time. 

Example 2: 
A teenager and his parent faced ongoing conflict that was affecting their relationship. Through joint 
sessions, we helped them understand each other's perspectives and equipped them with tools to rebuild 
their bond, focusing on respect and love. 

These examples are a reminder of the importance of guidance, understanding, and the power of du'a. 
We make du'a that Allah continues to guide us and those we serve towards what is best for them, in this 
world and the next, Ameen. 
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GIRLS PROGRAMMES 

ROSHNEE GIRLS YOUTH PROGRAMME  

4th October 2022  

This programme was designed to help our young girls develop a strong sense of Muslimah identity and 
confidence in embracing their deen. The sessions focused on instilling pride in being a Muslim and 
navigating the challenges of living with confidence while 
adhering to Islamic values. 

As part of the programme, the girls were given the 
opportunity to engage in an exciting activity—Go-Karting—
in a secluded female-only environment, ensuring shari’ah 
compliance and an empowering space for them to enjoy the 
experience. 

Alhamdulillah, the programme was a great success, and we 
make du’a that it inspires the youth to be confident in their 
identity and proud of their faith. May Allah strengthen their 
imaan and guide them in remaining steadfast in their Muslim 
identity, Ameen. 

 TIME TO GET RAMADHAAN READY  

4 March 2023  

Alhamdulillah, the Annual Pre-Ramadhaan Girls’ Programme held at Northcliff Madressa was a 
resounding success. The focus of the programme was on being holistically prepared for the greatest 
month of the year—Ramadhaan. We aimed to equip the girls with practical knowledge and inspiration 
for physical, spiritual, and mental readiness. 

We were honoured to have specialized speakers address topics that are essential for preparation: 
 Body Dietitian: Faaizah Laher, who provided valuable insights on healthy eating habits for the 

month of fasting. 
 Soul Aalima: Safoora Bhyat Vawda, who spoke on nurturing the soul and preparing for the spiritual 

challenges of Ramadhaan. 
 Mind Life Coach: Shahista Ebrahim, who shared strategies for mental and emotional wellness 

during the month. 
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Extra Features: 
 Each girl received a card containing a suhoor smoothie recipe and an ibaadat tracker, helping them 

stay energized and spiritually focused throughout the month. 
 Ice cream was served, adding a refreshing touch to the gathering. 

The event was packed to capacity, showing the immense enthusiasm and commitment of the community. 
May Allah accept all the efforts and grant the girls a spiritually uplifting Ramadhaan. Ameen. 
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GROWTH & EXPENDITURE 

QURBĀNI 

Alhamdulillah, through the generous contributions and sales of shares in cattle for this year's Qurbāni, 
The Deen Team was able to generate enough income to purchase our very first drone. 

This is a significant milestone for us, and we are excited about the new possibilities it brings. The 
addition of the drone will drastically improve the quality of our online content and videos, allowing us 
to create more dynamic and engaging visuals for our programs and initiatives, Insha’ Allah. 

We make du'a that Allah accepts our efforts and that this new tool enhances our work in serving the 
community and spreading beneficial knowledge. Ameen. 

DEEN TEAM VEHICLE 

With the grace and mercy of Allāh, The Deen Team has successfully purchased a vehicle to further 
enhance our operations and outreach. The total cost of the vehicle was R418,100, and thus far, we have 
made a payment of R89,000. 

We now have a remaining balance of R329,100, which we plan to settle over the next 5 years, Insha’ 
Allah. 

This new addition will significantly support our efforts in reaching and serving the community more 
effectively. We make du'a that Allah makes this purchase a means of facilitating our work and grants us 
the strength and resources to fulfil this financial commitment. Ameen. 

 

EXPANDING OUR HORIZONS 

Alhamdulillah, with the grace of Allāh, the Joburg City Council has granted The Deen Team 2 hectares 
of land in Kelvin, Sandton, on a long-term lease. This land will serve as the foundation for developing 
a dedicated youth development centre and a base for our activities. 

This is a monumental step in our journey, and we are filled with gratitude for this opportunity. The 
new centre will allow us to expand our programs and provide a stable space for the youth to grow, 
learn, and develop in an environment conducive to both their spiritual and personal growth. 
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We make du'a that Allāh blesses this project, makes it successful, and uses it as a means of benefit for 
the community and youth of South Africa, Insha’ Allah. Ameen. 
  




